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Pick One: Widened Eisenhower Or Extended Blue
Line
Oak Park Residents Debate Choices
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OAK PARK, Ill. (CBS) ― Motorists are fuming morning
and night, trying to get through construction on the
Eisenhower Expressway. 

But Thursday night, planners and Oak Park residents
debated whether a wider Ike or extended CTA Blue Line
service should be the wave of the future. 

Two different scenarios were discussed at the meeting,
hosted by the South East Oak Park Community
Organization. In one, the Eisenhower would be widened
through Oak Park by taking over CSX Transportation
freight rail trackage that runs alongside I-290. The other
option relies not on additional expressway lanes, but on an extended CTA Blue Line. 

Oak Park Assistant Village Manager Rob Cole said that the opportunity being presented is
"historic" for the western suburbs, and said the I-290 corridor was designed to have rail and
cars either side-by-side or nearby. 

But he said the railroads began to disappear before the Eisenhower could be completed,
with the abandonment of the Chicago Aurora & Elgin (CA&E) Ry. service in 1957, while the
expressway was under construction, and the Chicago Great Western Ry. abandonment of
the 1980s. 

The CA&E right-of-way today is home to the Illinois Prairie Path, and Cole said its route is
one of several alternatives that an extended Blue Lien could take. 

Ralph Kuner, of the group Citizens for Appropriate Transportation, said there need not be a
rush to extend the Blue Line all the way to Oak Brook, as Cole proposes. 

"My sense is that you don't have to decide how far it needs to go now," he said. "You extend it
to Maywood. Then you extend out to Hillside, and you see what kind of ridership you get." 

Kuner said he believes interest in an extension will grow if the job market comes back and
gasoline once again soars past the $4 a gallon mark. 

"You may say, well, aren't we going backwards, but rail's pretty good service for some kinds
of trips," he said. 

Commuting is one such trip. 

Cole said studies by the Illinois Dept. of Transportation (IDOT) show that a high occupancy
vehicle lane on the Eisenhower would provide space for an additional 9,000 cars a day, and
said it would not yield any time savings, especially when the time consumed by pick-ups
and drop-offs is added. By contrast, he said, a CTA extension would accommodate at least
28,000 riders a day. 

But Chris Donovan, who lives a block north of the Eisenhower, said the CSX trackage
alongside the Eisenhower through Oak Park is underused, especially since Canadian
National Rys. bought the former Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Ry. 

Donovan argued that CTA tracks should be moved to the CSX alignment, and the
expressway widened. 

"Whether more people will go to the Blue Line is anybody's guess," Donovan said. "Why not
use that land so you can make the expressway wider without adversely affecting the Oak
Park community on either side?" 

Chicago Area Local News

 CPS, Teachers Union Team Up To Oppose
School Cuts 14 mins ago 

 Women Robbed, Beaten With Bats In
Bucktown 27 mins ago 

 Police Hold Man In Shooting That Killed Toddler 46
mins ago 
Pick One: Widened Eisenhower Or Extended Blue Line 1
hr 12 mins ago 
Giannoulias' Broadway Bank Might Soon Fail 1 hr 21 mins
ago 

Top News Stories

More 'Ghost Student' Fraud Emerges At CPS  
 CPS, Teachers Union Team Up To Oppose

School Cuts 14 mins ago 
Business Hit With Vandalism, Threat From City Hall  
2 Teens Charged With Rape Of Disabled Woman 1 hr 33
mins ago 
SEC Employees Watched Porn As Economy Crashed  

http://cbs2chicago.com
javascript:setFontSize('default');
javascript:setFontSize('medium');
http://cbs2chicago.com/
http://cbs2chicago.com/weather
http://cbs2chicago.com/wireless
http://cbs2chicago.com/video
http://cbs2chicago.com/contact
http://cbs2chicago.com/local
http://cbs2chicago.com/monstersandmoney
http://cbs2chicago.com/sports
http://cbs2chicago.com/national
http://cbs2chicago.com/technology
http://cbs2chicago.com/weather
http://weather.cbs2chicago.com/auto/wbbmV3/Region/Midwest/2xRadar.html?gimg=http://llnw.radar.cbslocal.com/wbbm/ADI_CBS_Rad_large.jpg&gtitle=
http://cbs2chicago.com/closings
http://cbs2chicago.com/traffic
http://cbs2chicago.com/gasprices
http://cbs2chicago.com/webcams/26.567195.html?wmid=0
http://cbs2chicago.com/chicagojobs
http://cbs2chicago.com/beattheeconomy
http://cbs2chicago.com/consumer
http://cbs2chicago.com/coupons
http://cbs2chicago.com/business
http://cbs2chicago.com/investigations
http://cbs2chicago.com/specialreports
http://cbs2chicago.com/someoneyoushouldknow
http://cbs2chicago.com/linksnumbers
http://cbs2chicago.com/health
http://cbs2chicago.com/food
http://cbs2chicago.com/pets
http://cbs2chicago.com/newbaby
http://cbs2chicago.com/family
http://cbs2chicago.com/entertainment
http://cbs2chicago.com/watercooler
http://cbs2chicago.com/contests
http://cbs2chicago.com/cbsvideonetwork
http://cbs2chicago.com/advbroadwayinchicago
http://cbs2chicago.com/programming
http://cbs2chicago.com/bios
http://cbs2chicago.com/linksnumbers/frequently.asked.questions.2.338696.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/calendar
https://sjobs.brassring.com/1033/ASP/TG/cim_home.asp?partnerid=25084&siteid=5128&codes=TVStationsTG
http://www.cbsnews.com/
http://www.cbs.com/
http://www.wbbm780.com/
http://cbs2chicago.com/differentdrummers
http://cbs2chicago.com/yellowpages
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cbs-2-chicago/id348009069?mt=8
http://cbs2chicago.com/weather
http://cbs2chicago.com/trafficreport
http://cbs2chicago.com/registration
http://facebook.com/cbs2chicago
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3985/0/0/%2a/k;223182581;0-0;0;13397732;3454-728/90;35923877/35941755/1;;~okv=;pg=eisenhower.oak.park.2.1652240.html;l1=news;l2=local;loc=top;tile=1;sz=728x90,975x90;~sscs=%3fhttp://whatsbehindthebest.com/
http://cbs2chicago.com/local
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/resources_rss.xml
http://cbs2chicago.com/slideshows/celebrity.tattoos.celebrities.20.950662.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/slideshows/celebrity.tattoos.celebrities.20.950662.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/slideshows/gay.celebrities.homosexual.20.228936.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/mobile_allslideshows/celebrities.turning.40.20.1411131.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/slideshows/celebrity.real.fake.20.673692.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/slideshows/jewish.celebrities.hollywood.20.879851.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3985/0/0/%2a/j;44306;0-0;0;13397732;21-88/31;0/0/0;;~okv=;pg=eisenhower.oak.park.2.1652240.html;l1=news;l2=local;tile=2;sz=88x31;~sscs=%3f
javascript:print()
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3985/0/0/%2a/s;224263767;0-0;0;13397732;4307-300/250;36437402/36455310/1;;~okv=;pg=eisenhower.oak.park.2.1652240.html;l1=news;l2=local;tile=3;sz=160x600,300x250,300x600,300x800;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.century-tile.com
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/cps.doomsday.budget.2.1651893.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/bucktown.beating.robbery.2.1652320.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/cynia.cole.murder.2.1652292.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/broadway.bank.failure.2.1652169.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/investigations/CPS.attendance.cheating.2.1651287.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/cps.doomsday.budget.2.1651893.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/Calicchio.Villareal.vandalism.2.1651434.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/disabled.woman.assault.2.1651703.html
http://cbs2chicago.com/national/SEC.porn.economy.2.1651260.html


Search cbs2chicago.com

Planners are about to weigh in on the opportunities. The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP) is expected to release the first draft of its comprehensive 2040 plan in
October. 

Bob Roberts / WBBM Newsradio 780
(© MMX, CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.)
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